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PREFACE 


. H E former Part of the Indepen- 
7 770 dent Whig appeared Abroad about 
the Time the Peerage Bill made its 
888 Exit in the Houſe of Commons - 
What were the ſecret Moti ves for 
that Bill, or what bopeſul Ends were to have been 
ſerved by it, Ido not . to explain, nor indeed, 
for the Eaſe of my own Mind, do I care to gueſi; 
becauſe it is a Caſe of Cenſeiency with me, and 4 
Pending Maxim, to ſpeak. no Ill of the deceaſed : 
I ſhall therefore only ſay with Mr. Dryden, De 
mortuis nil nifi bonum; Peace be with the 
Manes of the Bill. 
Jam willing to think there was no Intention 
to engage us. in 8 Northern War, in order to ſerve 
* A 2 Pur- 
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Purpoſes directly in the Teeth of the Ac of Settle. 
ment of the Crown ;, or I there was any ſuch, [ 
am perſwaded it u now laid aſide, and therefore J 
bave alſo laid aſide my Purpoſe of conſidering the 
Conf. quences of ſuch 4 War, as 1 promiſed in my 
fa ; 


The Age of killing Monſters u long ſince 
aſt and gone, and there lives now neither a 
Hercules nor 4 Theſeus, to ſubdue Hydra's and 
Dragons; and I ſhould be ſorry to ſee my Country- 
men revive thoſe Ages of Knight Errantry, and 
arrive to ſuch a Degree of Quixotiſm, as to range 
over the World in queſt of Adventures, and to be- 
come the Righters,of Wrongs, and Redreſſers of In- 
juries, through the whole Univerſe. 
Tt would indeed be a greater Piece of Romantick 
Gallantry, than any thoſe fabulous Heroes ever un- 
dertook, for a Nation living at ſo great a diſtance, 
to throw away cn Adwvantagious Trade, and en- 
gage in an impracticable War, againſ# 4 Power 
guarded two Thirtds of the Year with Ice and Snow, 
fortified with impregnable Towns, which, will be 
' covered with numerous Armies, and no ways to be 
attacked but with Troops marching from diſtant 
*Countries, without Magazines, without Forage, 
' and Without Pay, unteſs WE ſupply tbem; and this 
- #00 Without any Proſpet of Ad vantage accruing 
to dur ſelves, but only to ferve the Intereſts of ano- 
| "ther State, and to preſerve a Country of no con- 
tern to a,; the whole Value of which, if every 
Foor" of Ground in it wat to be ſold, would 
probably not pay the: Charge and Loſſes of one 
Year's War. | 
A tb is too wild a Thought to enter into the 
"Mind of any Engliſh Man, ſo I conceive. it unne- 
ul _— cefſary 


4. 
teſſary at preſam to ſay any more of it; and there- 
fore I have in this Second Part conſidered a Que- 
tion which is more the Object of our preſent 
Hopes and Fears, viz. What would be the Conſe- 
quence of delivering up Gibraltar «pon any Conſi- 
deration whatſoever. 

I deſign to continue this Paper weekly, in a Half 
Sheet, which will firſt appear on Wedneſday, the 
20th Day of this Month, in which I ſhall meddle 
with Politicks only occaſionally, my principal In- 
tention being to expoſe the Malignity and Dan- 
ger of certain Principles, which prevail too 
much, and I wiſh I could not ſay, are too little 
diſcouraged. 

I hope in ths Undertaking I ſhall be ſuffered to 
build up with the ſame Impunity with which others 
are ſuffered to pull down. | 

I own there are Methods, which, if praiſed, 
would prove much more effeiual than mine, and 
root out that Diſeaſe which I can only reſiſt, In 
the mean Time it Fry be my Care to ſhew the 
Neceſſity of ſome ſuch Methods, by ſhewing the 
Danger we are in while we want them, When 
Dottrines are avowedly ſpread, that ſtrike as 
the Peace and Liberty of Mankind, it u the un- 
doubted Right, and Duty of every Man, to guard 
bimſelf and others apainſt them ; and it u as much 
the Duty of Governors to preſerve their ' Subjefts 
from the Contagion of ſuch deſtrutive Principles, 
as from Force and Invaſions. 

The Felicity of the People is the End of Magi- 
ſtrates; and all Arts and Practices that leſſen that 
Felicity, call for their Correction and Cure. Now 
I defy the Wit of Man to reconcile the Happineſs of 
the World to many of our High Flying Tenets ; ” 
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the, contrary, where-ever th prevail, I will un- 

dertake, to ſhew, "That the evereſs Miſery, even 

od Ionorance, abjeft Slavery, Poverty, and 
in | 


Wic ed y 7, do a fo prevail. I never looked u pon 
an arme Hef to be balf ſo terrible as an Army of 
aſpiring Eccleſraſticks, "The former may be repulſed 


by, Strength. and Brauery, which fenify nothing 


againſt t hi latter, who make your own Heart con- 
Nik ena jou. by filling it with falſe Terrors. 
Dominion is the Word, Servitude the Duty, and 
Damnation the Penalty. N | 
Till therefore our Superiors ſhall be at leiſure to 
#: a final Stop to the Growth of thoſe Principles 
that infatuatt the Multitude, and undermine our 
Conſtitution, I, who am fo tinfaſhionable a Man 
as to have more Concern for the Publick, than Con- 
federation for my ſelf, ſtand up an Advocate for 
the Rights of Mankind, 10 9770 thoſe Claims that 
contraditt Reaſon and the Goſpel, and bring Con- 
tempt upon the Clergy. | Hot 
I confeſs this Subject has been largely diſcuſſed by 
ſeveral Hands, who were equal ts the Uunderta- 
king, and made Truth triumph over Falſkoad. 
Foremoſt in the Liſt (or in any other that could he 
made on this Occaſion} ſt andi the Biſhop of Bangor, 
& Champion. for Truth, and a ſore Adverſary to all 
that have been hers. Hi Enemies have canfeſſed 
their Impotence and Defear in their Recourſe to In- 
vention and Calumny ; and bave attacked his Rea- 
foning, and his Reputation, with equal ill Fortune 
and Malice. Notwithſtanding which, they have 
gone on, and [till go on, and neither Modeſty, Re- 
wor/e, Shame, no: the Reflettion upon their own re- 
peated Oaths and Subſcriptions, can deter them from 
ſpreading their Poi on every Day, in every 2 
| we. | — 
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ce pry to repeat the Antzdote, ot her u 57 
Filence ce and ae 1 0 
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know edgmeni ile wild PHACDes," © 0 
I am Fon 7 pretendin va a ich 
mend, what bis Lordſhip Bar Abit, 5 
ſign is to ſtart new Ticks ſtrike out new 155 
and throw the ſame Subject into new Lights; in 
doing which, I ſhall frequently uſe a Freedom, and 
manner of Stile not common, perhaps not permitted 
to Men in Holy Orders. 

I hope to give the Diſpute a new Turn, and 
inſtead of a long Train of conſequential Argu- 
ments, to reduce it to a * ſelf-evident Propoſuti- 
ons, which 1 fhall endeavour occaſionally to em- 


belliſh with 22 ducidents : The Re ver 
Right Reverend, 0 F\Regerend Doctor, ſha 
7 . though it hay- 


Wear a Fool: 
ny will read a 


pens to be a Tabitha 2 Beſidr i 
Volume. 


Half Sheet wh Will wy | 
In this great e to bave Aid 
from ſome better WES: aw fl Subject is now 
pretty well under and ſhall be ready 
to receive any caſual Aſs * that may be ſent me, 
reſerving to my ſelf the Liberty of altering (if it 
require Alteration) and adapting it to my own 


Deſign, of which I muſt be allowed to be the pro- 


pereſt Fudge. Whoever 1 would correſpond 
with me, may direct to the ndependent Whig, 


at Mr. Roberts's, the Publiſher in Warwick 
Lane. 


Pie abr Propagation and Succeſs of the Weekly 
: 


mentioned, I can do no more than be- 


ſtom upon it my chief Labour and Study ; and for 
ler 


(8) 
ether Melps and Support, it muſt rely on thoſe 
who like it. 3 

I hope no one will think me ſo fooliſh as to expect 
Encouragement from thoſe who ought to give it, 
and as I do not pretend to bear the Charge of Print- 
ing ſuch a Paper my ſelf, ſo the Continuance of it 
ſt depend upon the Encouragement it receives from 
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CONSIDERATIONS 


Offered upon the Approaching 
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JJ S the Diſmiſſion of Cardinal 
SA Alberoni from the Court and 
Wee Councils of the King of Spain, 
l and the Hopes of an approach- 
ns Peace, engage the Thoughts and 
Wiſhes. of every Man in England, who 
has any Love for his Country, or la- 
tf de cat 
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4 ments the preſent State of our Debts 


and Taxes ; ſo I eſteem it not only the 
if Right, but the Duty of every . honeſt 
| Man, to offer to his Superiors fuch Con- 
| ſiderations as he concetves may render 
the Peace advantagious, and make us 
| ſome Recompence tor. the Profufion of 
| Wealth it has coſt the Nation, at a Time 


[ too when we were loaded with ſo many 
' Millions of Debr. 


It will be a Service alſo to the preſent 


| Migiltry, by wiping of aay malicious 


Charge, if any ſuch there be, of their 
having run into an unadviſed and fooliſh 
War. If the War was neceſſary (with- 
out Which it is inexcuſable, notwith- 
ſtanding the great and ſurprizing Suc- 
| ceſs which we have had in it) no doubt 
| the Conditions of Peace will be ſuitable, 
and demonſtrate, that without a War, 
we could not have had them. What 
we gain by the Peace will juſtifie the 
Expences of the War; and we ſhall 
have new Advantages of Trade, and 
new Fortreſſes and Securities ro defend 
thoſe Advantages. If we have not Poſ- 
lzGidn given us of ſome Ports in the Weſ 
Indie c, the Wand. of Majorca ought at 
eat to be added, for the Support of Port 
and a Tra of Land 

ought to be annexed to Gibraltar, = 
& 


(827 
the Convenience and Majntainance of 
that Garriſon, as is uſual in like Caſes; 
and ought to have been done at firſt. At 
preſent they have not a Foot of Ground 
about it, either for Gardens or Paſture; 
but are coop'd up within their Stone 
Walls, and left to make the beſt of theit 
encloſed Rock. | 1 is 
Without ſuch Conditions and Securi- 
ties all Treaties ſignifie nothing, and 
may, and probably will be broken, as 
ſoon as made. Here we can expect 
no help from Allies and Guarantees, ho 
will always emulate, and privately con- 
ſpire againſt rhe great Naval Power, 
and growing Trade of Exgland, which 
is the Envy and Terror of the World. 
I would indeed be glad to know what 
Advantages, or even Performance of Ar. 
ticles Explaud has ever received from her 
good Allies? *Tis true they have often 
done us the Favour to accept of our Hel 
when they wanted it; and I am told, 
ſome of them have threatened to accept 
it no more, unleſs we gave it them upon 
their own Terms. But pray, how has 
the Favour been return'd to us? What 
has the Emperor done for us, in Recom- 
pence for all we have done, and are ſtill 
doing for him? Unleſs in the Help he 
gave us laſt Year againſt the Pretender 
15 Ine B 2 r n - -and 


1 12.1 
and his Madam. Or what Aſſiſtancdte 
have the Dutch afforded us in this Expen- 7 
five,.and as we are told, neceſſary War?? 
Have they not eat the Bread of Quiet- 
neſs and Security, while we have been 
running into Perils and Battles for them 
and all Europe? They have lain ſtill, 
eaſing their Country of publick Burthens, 
whilſt we have been encreaſing ours 
they have grown Rich by the Trade 
which we have loſt, and, tis ſaid, have 
even ſupplied our Enemies with the Ma- 
terials of War, to fight againſt us. And 
yet tis certain, that they are as much (ii 
not more) intereſted in the Balance of 
2 than we are, as they are nearer 
the Danger, and ha ye not Seas to guard 
them. As to the Balance of Power in the D 
„North, they are, much more concerned 
than we, not only as their Trade thither 
Fo vaſtly greater than ours, but as they 
have, no other Source of Naval Stores; 


#” % 
E. 


. Whereas very little Wit and Honeſty 
„Would ſupply us with all we want from 
- our, own Plantations. Whilſt We have 
been waſting. our Strength, and our 
Subſtance, and loſing our Traffick, they 
have lain till, and continue to lye ſtill, 
accepting, and returning Compliments 
from, and to the Courts of Spain and of 
the Czar, and are juſt ready to receive 
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we have ever loſt by our Heads what we 


IE 17.3 
all the Advantages of the Raſſian Trade 
(which at the Revolution they were'in 
full Poſſeſſion of) whenever we ſhall be 
mad or fooliſh enough to throw it away, 
And what Afiſtance thefe our kind Al- 
lies gave us iu the firſt Rebellion againſt 
his preſent Majeſty, and in the late terri- 
ble Spaniſh Invaſion, we ſhall be better 
informed, when the Accounts relating 
to that Affair are fully ſtared and balan- 
ced. 2 
Jure we ſhall not be always the Cullies 
of Britain ! Our Allies muſt and will 
make us ſome Amends ar laſt, for all 
which we have done for them ; and they 


have now an Opportuaity of doing it, by 
getting for us ſome of thoſe: Advantages 
Which they have received from our 


Friendſhip. 


It was an old Obſervation of Philip de 


Comines, concerning us Engliſumen, That 


have gained by our Hands, and have always 
9 1 r 1 4 FF | 
given up by Treaty what we had won by the 


Sword, The Reaſon whicli he gives for 
this is a very good one. He fays, That 
all our great Men were in 'Penſion to the 
Rings of France. Monſieur de Witt does 


erhaps,mean ſomething like this, when 
e ſays, That our Court has been always 


WU 


_ the moſt thieviſh Court in Europe. How- 
21 » - ever, 
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ever, I do not find but that whatever 


Bargains, our Miniſters made for, or ra- 
ther of, their Country, they generally 
made very good ones for themſelves, at 
leaſt to the beſt of their Skill. Duxkirk 
was not delivered for nothing, nor, I 
dare ſay, the laſt Peace made without 
the Contrivers finding their awa Account 
in it, whatever their Country ſuffered. 

But theſe Things are paſs'd and gone, 
and God has now ſent us a Miniſtry 
whowill mend all thoſe Faults which they 
were the firſt to condemn, The latereſt 
of the Publick is their Intereſt. The) 
have no ſecret Purpoſes to ſerve by dark 
and ſhameful Treaties. They have no 
new Revolutions to bring about, nor can 
they diſguſt their own. Party by acting 
freely and boldly for the Good af their 
Country, Which is not the Caſe of the 


have no def] 
fend them 170 


„„ 


beyond Retreat 


* 


We may therefore well expect that our 


preſent Peace Makers will, by the Ad. 
8 —— vantages 
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vantages which they procure for us, te- 
proach the Neglect, Ignorance, and 
Treachery of the laſt: There is nothing 
that the moſt ſanguine Imagination can 
form, which we may not hope at the en- 
ſuing Treaty, from the fingular Part 
Which we have taken in this War. We 
ſtruck the firſt Blow, and have ever ſince 
purſued it with great Ardor and Ex- 
pence. We have beaten and deſtroyed 
the Enemies Fleets, inſomuch that the 
poor Remains of their great naval Strength 
can, at preſent, do no more than skulk 
in their Ports, and hide themſelves in 
Corners. We have procured noble Ad- 
Vvioantages, and even Kingdoms to our Al- 
kes. Add to this, that we entered ſingle 
into the Strife and the Danger. The Re- 
gent indeed moved to our Aid a good 
= while after, and the Dateh not at all, 
tho', as has been before obſerved, more 
than equally engaged by all the Ties and 
Motives which could engage us, at leaſt 
by all thoſe which we have yet avowed. 

How abſurd therefore 15 it, for any one 
to ſurmize or fear, that we ſhould re- 
ceive the Conditions which we ought to 
8 purehaſe a Reconciliation at the 
Price of all our Victories, and buy a 
Peace When we may command it? 


It 
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It is an undeniable Inſtance of the In- 
nocence of our great Men, and of their 
Contempt of the poor Efforts of their 
Enemies Malice, that they took not the 
leaſt notice of a Pamphlet publiſhed laſt 


Year with a pompous Pitle; it was cal- 


led, The: Ring of France?s Declaration of 
War, &c. which directly undertakes; in 
Pages the 29th and 34th, to procure from 
the King of England the Reſtitution of 
Gibraltar to Spain. 1 edit, 1411 
They knew very well that ſo wild a 
Calumny could make no [mpreſſion upon 
any judicious Man, and they laugh'd at 
the Simplicity and Malice of others, and 
gave them leave to play with their own 
Folly: They knew very well thar a For- 
treſs conquered hy the Fleets and Armies, 


by the Blood and Treaſure of England, 


and folemnly yielded /up/by_ Treaty made 
with England, became Part of the Engliſh 
Dominions, and ſubject to the Legiſla- 
tive Power of England, and could not be 
diſannexed but by Act of Parliament; 
and conſequently, any Agreement to de- 
liver up ſuch a Fort to an Enemy, is High 
Treaſon within the Starute of the 25th of 
Edward the Third; and to give it to any 
one elſe, is one of thoſe High Freafons 


reſerved by that Act for the Judgment of 
They 


Parliament. 


(17) 

They knew too that no Pocket Agree- 
ment is of any Force in England; that 
we are bound by no Treaties but what 
are ſolemaly entered upon Record; and 
every one might ſatisfy himſelf that there 


Was no ſuch there. 


However, as the bare mentioning of 
ſuch a Thing, though without the leaft 
Ground, has Thunderſtruck many honeſt, 
though timorous Men, I ſhall endeavour 
to undeceive them, by ſhewing, it is 
impoſſible that any virtuous and wiſe 
Miniſtry, as we all know ours are, can 
ever hereafter fall into any Meaſures fo 
fatal to their Country ; and this I ſhall 
do, by ſhewing, the Advantage and Im- 
portance of that Port to the Sovereignty 
of the Seas. | 

The Town of Gibraltar is built upon 
a Rock which reaches a League into the 
Sea, and was formerly called one of the 
Pillars, or the ne plus ultra of Hercules. 
It is joined to Spain by a ſmall Neck of 
Land, which being narrow and plain, 
may be eaſily cut through and feparated 
from the Continent, ſo as to form the 
whole into an Iſland; and it is undoub- 
tedly true, that a Mole may be made 
at a moderate Expence, capable of hold- 
ing Thirty large Men of War. 
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It lyes within a few Leagues of Tan- 
gier, in Africa, and commands the Mouth 
of the Szreights. It ſees all Ships that 
ſail from the Mediterranean to the Ocean, 
and from the Ocean thither, and conſe- 
quently makes it impracticable for any 
other Nation to Trade there without our 
leave, but by the Protection of ſuch Fleets 
and Gonvoys as will make any Trade un- 
profitable; at the ſame Time it protects 
our. o Cn Traffick, and furniſhes Store- 
houſes either for War or Commerce, and 
a, convenient Place of Refreſhment to 
our Ships in their Voyages to and from 
Africa, Italy, the Levant, and ſometimes 
the Eat and Weſt Indies. 
It gives us. the Means of carrying on 
a private and advantagious Commerce 
with Spain, notwithſtanding all the Pro- 
hibitions they can make, or Precautions 
they can uſe. It lyes at Hand to inter- 


cept their Eaſt and Veſt India Fleets 


with the Spoil, and Riches of both 
Worids: It ſeparates and divides Spain 
from it ſelf, and hinders all Communi- 
cation by Sea from the different Parts of 
their Dominions, and conſequently muſt 
keep them in a perpetual Dependance, 
and put them under a Neceſſity to court 
our Friendſhip, as,well as tear our Enmi- 
ty: Ir gives us an Opportunity to pry 
— into 


ET 

into all their Meaſures, obſerve all their 
Morions, and, withour the moſt ſtupid 
Remiſneſs on our Parts, renders it im- 
practicable for them to form any Pro- 
jects, or carry on any Expeditions agajnſt 
us or our Allies, without our having 
due Notice. e 

It deſtroys any Attempts to Naval 
Power in France, which can never be 
formidable at Sea, whilſt Gibraltar re- 
mains in our Hands. It hinders the Com- 
munication between their Ports and 
Squadrons in the Ocean and the Mediter- 
ranean: It makes it impoſſible for them 
to ſupply their Southern Harbours with 
Naval Stores either for Building or Re- 
pairing of Fleets; of which they were ſo 
ſenſible laſt War, that as ſoon as Sir 
George Rook had poſſeſſed himſelf of it, 
they faw themſelves under a Neceflity 


to lay aſide their uſual Caution, and- 


dare him in open Battle, and not meeting 
the Succeſs they hoped for, the very ſame 
Year, to the unſpeakable Prejudice of 
their other Affairs, befieged it in Form, 
and loſt a French and Spaniſh Army be- 
fore it, and never afterwards appeared 
with a Fleet upon the Seas again duting 
the whole War, but ſuffered their great 
Ships to moulder and rot in their Har- 
bours, for want of the Means to fit them 
out agaig. C 2 It 
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It will give us Reputation and Figure 
in thoſe Seas, which are always reward- 
ed with Power and Riches. It will oblige 
all Nations who Trade in the Mediter- 
ranean, or have Empire there, to court 
ou Friendſhip, and keep Meaſures with 
us. It will Awe even the Courts of 
Rome and Conſtantinople, and make them 
afraid to diſturb or provoke us. It will 
intimidate the Piratical States, who 
When they ſee Vengeance ſo near at 
Hand, will not dare to diſturb or Trade, 
Whilft they are deſtroying that of all 
others. Theſe Advantages are immenſe, 
and will give us all the Carriage Trade of 
the Mediterranean, whole Merchants 
muſt make uſe of our Ships when they 
fiad it not fafe to venture in any other. 
But we are told, the keeping it is a 
great Charge to us. Strange and ſurpri- 
Zing Iuſtance of our zew Frugality, and 
good Husbandry! That we, who for 
-hirty. Years together have rioted in 
Millions, and 'till Heaven bleſs'd us 5 
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with the preſent Miniſtry, never minded 4 
what we gave, nor to whom; we, who 4 
drain'd the Exchequer, and mortgaged 1 
the Nation, ſhould now, from a Princ- 


ple of Saving, ſacrifice the ſole Fruit of 
all our Expences to prevent a Charge, 
which is but equal to that of a few Ule- 

| leſs 
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leſs Penſions ! Thank Heaven, from la- 
viſhing Millions, we are grown Thrifty 
in Pounds, Shillings and Pence. 

But how comes it to paſs that this was 
not thought on before? We have been 
at a prodigious Expence in ſupplying it 
with Garriſons, with Military Stores, 
with Proviſions, and in defending it a- 

gainſt a vigorous Siege: All which 

might have been faved, and without 

doubt very many Advantages, and a 

round Sum (beſides the Contractors lick- 

ing their own Fingers) might have been 
ſtipulated for the Nation, if the leaſt Hint 
had been given that it was to be diſpo- 
ſed of. | 
However, I own good Husbandry ne- 
ver comes too late, and I hope it will go 

a little further, and that we ſhall con- 

tract the publick Expences of all kinds, 

cut off and retrench unneceſſary Offices, 

Salaries and Penſions, pay off, or leſſen 

the publick Engagements, and reſcue the 
People from the Oppreſſions of their ri- 
> gorous Debts and Payments, which have 

near exhauſted the Virals of the Nation, 
and without a ſpeedy Remedy, will 
ſoon bring it into an incurable Conſump- 

tion. has: 
It is alledged that Port Mahon will an- 
ſwer all the Purpoſes of Gibraltar, and 
there- 
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therefore there can be no Uſe. in keep: 
ing them both. The contrary to which 
muſt be evident to any one who but 
looks into the Map, for the Iſland Mi- 
vorca lyes many Hundred Miles further 
up; towards the Gulf of Lyons, and in 
Truth, out of the Road of all Ships Tra- 
ding to Sicihj, the Adriatiat, the Levant, 
or Africa. It is ſituated at ſuch a diſtance 
from Fance and Spain, that the greateſt 
Fleets can eſcape unobſer ved, unleſs we 
keep perpetually before their Ports to 
watch and . purſue them, which is ex- 
ceeding, dangerous, if not impracticable 
in hoſe Seas. We ſhall be out of the 
Way of all Intelligence, and if we ſhould 
by chance have it, im all likelihood ſhall 
be too late to take Advantage of it; be- 
ſides, I am told, there are but few Winds 
with which Ships can get in or out; of 
Port Mahon, and, when, they are once 
there, the Paſſage is ſo narrow that a 
very ſmall Squadron can keep the greateſt 
from ſailing out. 20 8811 2 
But I think nothing is plainer, than 
that it will be exceeding difficult, it not 
impoſſible, to keep the Iſland of Minorca 1 
without the Poſſeſſion of Gibraltar, at 
jeaſt it will be more expenſive to us than | 
both are now eſpecially. if France and 
Spein ſhould joyn again; which Bren | 
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I think, we ought to keep always in 


view, for then Gibraltar will be the only 
Reſource we have to carry on any Trade 


in the Mediterranean, and to prevent the 


Osion of the French and Spaniſh Fleets 


with themſelves or each other. 

All the Object ions (and many more) 
which I have before made, againſt the 
facility of a Communication of the dif- 
ferent Ports of France and Spain with 
one another, will be ſtronger againſt us; 
for they have others near to Gibraltar, 
where Fleets may lye ſafe, and have a 
chance to eſcape us, by catching at fa- 
vourable Opportunities, and the Advan- 
tage of Winds; whereas we muſt run all 
Hazards, and truſt to our Strength alone, 
without any Harbour to retreat to, in 
caſe of Storms or other Accidents. 

What Means have we of ſending Na- 
val Stores and Recruits to our Garriſons, 
and often Proviſions for them, without a 
Port to protect us during a Thouſand 
Leagues Sailing? Portugal will not be 
ſuffered to receive or relieve us, and then 
we muſt run the Gantlet by ſingle Ships, 
with ſcarce a Chance to eſcape, or ſend 
Convoys upon the ſmalleſt Occaſions, 
capable of fighting the united French and 
Spaniſh Power; which will be attended 
with ſuch Difficulties as muſt be allowed 

un- 
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unanſwerable Arguments in the Mouths 
of a corrupt Miniſtry to ſell that too, 
whea a fair Chapman appears. 

But it is not only my own Opinion, 
but that of much berter Judges, thar 
theſe Two important Poſts might be 
kept with little Charge to England, 
even without ballancing the Advanta« 

es we receive by them: Methinks it 
ſhould be worth the Thoughts and Lei- 
ſure of a Britiſh Parliament to ask a few 


Queſtions concerning them, (vier.) Up- 


on what Foundation they ſtand? What 
becomes of their Revenues? Whether 
applied to the Benefit of their Gover- 
nors, or to the Publick? What Protee- 
tion the People there meet with, and 
what Civil Government is eſtabliſhed 
amongſt them, and how the Militar 

zaterferes with it? I doubt not but hefe 
Queſtions will be anſwered to Satisfacti- 
on, and the Directors of our Affairs, 
when the publick Occaſions will give 
them leave to open their Schemes, have 
Propoſals ready to lay before our Re- 
pretentatives, which will make thoſe 
Towns, and the Iſland belonging to one 
of them, as uſeful co the Publick as they 


have been hitherto to their Governors, 


and ſome others. I am perſwaded, if 


they were made Free Ports, where all 
| Na- 
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Nations might find Encouragement and 
Security, they would ſoon grow ſo Rich 
and Powerful, as in a great Meaſure to 
pay for their own Protection. Gbra/iar 
lyes much more fortunately for Trade 
than Leghorn, which ſtands out of the 
Way, and in a Corner; and yet, I am 


told, the ſingle Advantage of a Free 


Port renders that Town one of the 
greateſt Articles in the Grand Duke's 
Revenue. 

This is the Circumſtance, theſe the 
Advantages of our keeping the Poſſeſſi- 
on of Gibraltar. Our Enemies, and our 
Allies too, know them, and, I doubt, 
dread them; and, I ghank God, the 
Nation knows them, and that we 
could have had no tolerable Succeſs in 
the laſt or preſent War without this 
Town, therefore I cannot ſuſpect that 
ſo wiſe and honeſt a Miniſtry will take 
any ſuch Step without the Advice of 
Parliament, 

We ought not to be ſurprized if the 
Nations of Europe and Africa ſhould wiſh 
it in Hands leſs Potent at Sea, and who 
would conſequently enjoy it more harm - 
leſly to its Neighbours: It muſt be un- 
doubtedly terrible to any People who 
would be our Rivals in Trade or Naval 
Power, or indeed State that aſpires 

to 
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to Empire, which can never be accom- 
pliſhed without Fleets as well as Ar- 
mies. 

But ſure we are not fallen into ſuch 
Contempt with our Enemies, our Neigh- 


bours, or our Allies, nor can they have 


ſo mean an Opinion of our Senſe and Diſ- 


cernment, and the Integrity of our Stateſ- 
men, as but to hint ſuch a Thing to 
them. 


If we part with Gibraltar, to what 
Purpoſe have we made War? To what 
Purpoſe beſtowed great Sums, and gain- 
ed great Victories? Have we beat the 
Enemy, and forced them to beg Peace, 
and yet muſt hribe them to accept of 
it? Have we- conquered, and ſhall they 
give Terms, and get Towns by loſing 
Battles? Or, if we do not part with Gt- 
braltar or the fake of Peace, pray what 
Conlideration are we to receive for the 
fake of Gibraltar? Sure we do not make 
War only for our Allies, and leave our 
Allies to make Peace for us; and Peace, 
and War, are not. both made at our 


. Coſts and Charges. 


Me have given no Jealouſy or Offence 
to our Allies, in applying any Part of our 
Force to the Weſt Indies, or in ſeizing and 
planting Countries there,asthe French have 
done, hut have acted a faithful, expenſive, 
1 ' and 
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and hazardous Part for our Allies; and 


while our Ships of War have been em- 
ployed for them, our Merchant Ships 


baue fallen by Scores into the Hands of 


Pirates, for want of ſufficient Convoys. 
Our whole Gainea Trade has been loſt 
this Year by that Means, there being, as 
Tam told, not one Man of War to ſpare, 
from the Service of the Confederates, 
to defend it. Our Trade in every other 
Branch of it, ſuffers not a little from 
this Fidelity of ours to our Foreign 
Friends. I fay nothing of the preſent 
State of out Manufactures, and of our 
Poor; it is too mournful and too ma- 
nifeſt, | 

Has any Exgliſb Miniſtry ever pre- 
fumed to propole to the King, to deliver 
up the Dutchies of Bremen and Verden in 
Order to procure a Peace in the North, 
to ſettle the ſo much deſired Balance of 


Power there, and to prevent the Char 


to England of ſending out annual Fleets 
at a very great Expence? And yet, it 
is ſaid, his Majelty, before the laſt 
2 with Sweden, pretended no Title 
to thoſe Countries, but a Mortgage from 
a Prince, who had no other himſelf than 
Conqueſt. And dares any one to propoſe 
ro a Britiſh King the delivering up to a 
baffled and ſubdued Enemy, the moſt 
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important Place in the World to the 
Trade and Naval Empire of England, 
the Key of the Mediterranean, the Terror 
of our Enemies, and the beft Pledge of 
our new Friendſhips, and this too after 
we have an undoubted Title to it, to 
which thoſe Nations are Guarantees, 
who have the greateſt Intereſt to wreſt 
it out of our Hands? 

But to whom ſhall this great and moſt 
important Conceſſion be made ? Not to 
a provoked, vanquiſhed, and inveterate 
Enemy, to enable him to revenge the 
Affrouts he has received: It cannot be 
in Compliment to the Emperor, for 
whom we are conquering Kingdoms and 
Provinces; nor to the Datch, who would 
not move to our Aſſiſtance, but have 
laid {till taking Advantage of our Miſ- 
fortunes, and enjoying the Fruits of our 


Labour and Expences : Much leſs can 


we ſuppoſe it ſhould be done in Fa vour 
of France. 3h | 02 

I confeſs there are many Reaſons why 
they ſhould deſire it; but they are un- 
anlwerable Reaſons too why we ſhould 
hear ſuch a Propoſition with Horror. 
Every true Ezg/:iſþh Man muſt tremble 
at the growing Power of France, to ſee 
it, like the Phæniæ, rife young, | freſh, 
and vigorous, out of its own Aſhes : 
a | Tis 
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Tis as terrible as amazing, to behold a 
deſpotick Government in a few Months 
poſſeſſed of the greateſt Credit which 
ever appeared in the World, and to clear 
it ſelf of an Hundred Millions of Debt, 
without paying one Penny; and this 
done too, not by any Ad of Power, but 
by the Conſent and Applauſe of. the 
whole Kingdom. New Fleets are build- 
ing, new Armies — new Countries 
anting, new Provinces conquerin 

hit oe have been loading & Pub. 
lick with new Debts, new Salaries, new 
Penſions, and no Method as yet propo- 
ſed, (I will not ſay thought of) to eaſe 

our Burthens. 8 15 
Sure theſe can't be Reaſons to take 
ſuch a Thorn out of the Foot of France, 
and to remove ſuch an Obſtacle to their 
Greatneſs : The enterprizing Genius of 
that Nation is as well known, as it is 
formidable to all its Neighbours, but in 
particular to us. I would ask, in caſe of 
a new Rupture, what Reſource we have 
but in our Fleets, and by the help of 
Gibraltar, to make it impracticable for 
their Squadrons in the Ocean and Meai- 
terranean to joyn? We know, by woful 
Experience, hat Help we are to expect 
from our Allies, when we have no = 
1 


— the 

Millions to give. We are not able to 
keep great Standing Armies at home, 
nor is it conſiſtent with our Liberty to 
do ſo; and therefore we ought to take 
every Meaſure to encreaſe' our Naval 
Strength, and to put new Bridles upon 
thoſe who are} or may ſoon be, our Rivals. 
The Nation in the World whoſe Pow- 
er we have moſt Reaſon to guard againſt, 
is that of France, and yet I don't know 
by what Fatality it has often ſo hap- 


py Iuſtruments of promoting it. 0ʃ.— 
ue Crommel gave the firſt Riſe to its 
Greatneſs at Land, and King Charles 
the Second at Sea: The late Queer, 
whoſe: Heart was intirely Eng liſb, by 
an iguominious Peace; reſtored it, when 
it was: reduced to the loweſt Extremity, 
and muſt have ſubmittedito any Con- 
ditions ſhe/ had thought fit to impoſe. 
Bur ſure it wilh never be ſaid that a Whig 
Miniſtry, the Patrons of Liberty, the 
conſtant and declared Enemies of thoſe 
Proceedings, ſhould act fo far in Defi- 
ance of all their known Principles, as 
voluntarily, and unconſtrained, in the 
midſt of our Victories, to throw away 
amy part of that national Security, 
ich even the late Betrayers pur 
5 chaſed 
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petd that we have been the unhap- 
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chaſed at the Expence of their Coun- 
try's Honour (and I doubt was no other- 
wiſe to be had) and which are the only 
Rewards and Recompence of a tedious, 
ſucceſsful, and glorious War, carried on 
at an immenſe Expence of Blood and 
Treaſure, of which we and our Poſteri- 
ty ſhall long feel the ſevere Effects. 
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